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OUR MEMORIAL VOLUME. 

By Wesley C. Mitchell, President of the American Statistical Association. 



The American Statistical Association passed its seventy- 
fifth birthday on the 13th of February, 1914. To celebrate 
that anniversary the Association decided to prepare a history 
of official statistics in the principal countries of the world. 
Mr. John Koren, then our president, undertook the arduous 
duty of collecting and editing the contributions. 

The Memorial Volume thus planned has but recently ap- 
peared. In February, 1914, no one foresaw the tragic events 
which have rendered the editor's task so difficult, and have 
delayed its completion so long. But neither did anyone then 
foresee the peculiar significance which these events would lend 
the volume. 

Official statistics, several of the contributors remind us, have 
had a longer and more chequered history than we commonly 
remember. Professor Faure, in his admirable paper upon 
French experience, begins with the polyptiques of Pepin the 
Short. Sir Athelstane Baines begins the English article with 
Domesday Book. In the centuries since these medieval begin- 
nings there are many landmarks pointed out in the progress of 
European statistics. Even the writers on the newest countries 
have to divide their stories into "periods." But though rec- 
ognized in the development of every country's statistics these 
"periods" seldom coincide in any two cases. Now, however, 
we are passing through years that will mark a turning-point in 
the history of statistics in every great nation in the world. 

Imperious necessity is driving all nations, neutrals as well 
as belligerents, to organize their economic life with a new thor- 
oughness. How much food do the people require, how much 
do they raise, how much must they import? Similar problems 
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thrust forward in respect to every great staple, in respect to 
railways and ships, ports and factories, capital and labor. 
Foreign resources are scanned not less anxiously than domestic. 
In every capital city there are men raging over the deficiencies 
of the statistical data provided by other countries. In every 
capital responsible statesmen are wondering how far they dare 
trust their own familiar figures, and demanding in haste data 
that have never been gathered. New statistical bureaus with 
inquisitorial powers and large resources are being set up to 
meet emergency calls. Very different from what they were in 
1914 will be the statistical organizations on the return of peace. 

Our Memorial Volume brings the story of statistics in most 
of the leading nations down to the outbreak of war. Better 
than any other book it sums up the accomplishments of the day 
that has passed. That gives it unique historical value. 

But the volume has a larger service to render than that of 
recording what has been. It will also help in shaping what is 
to be in the future. Statistics is an international enterprise. 
Washington is concerned both with the statistical output and 
with the statistical methods of London, Paris, and Berlin, of 
Buenos Ayres, Wellington, and Tokyo. The officials of every 
country that is striving to improve its statistical service will 
wish to survey the procedure of other lands. There may be 
few occasions for exact imitation of a foreign model, but there 
are many occasions for seeking hints. Perhaps no one en- 
trusted with a task of statistical re-org*anization can stop with 
the information found in our Memorial Volume; but no one 
can find a better book with which to begin. 

In these days of stress the American Statistical Association 
has an unprecedented number of its members enrolled in the 
nation's service, many of them at heavy personal sacrifice. 
Perhaps this work for the country will involve a temporary 
slackening in the Association's corporate activities. But 
statistical methods are demonstrating so forcibly their utility 
as a solvent of administrative perplexities that we may feel 
every confidence in the future not only of the science but also 
of the Association that fosters it. In the meantime we are 
fortunate in having the Memorial Volume to remind us what 
the Association has accomplished in the past and what it 
should strive toward in the future. 



